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Message From The President 
 

I hope that you are all enjoying your summer.  We will be participating 
in a couple of upcoming events.  On September 22rd, we will have a 
table at ‘Sussex County History Day’.  It is taking place between the 
Tully House and the Old Newton Cemetery on Main Street in Newton.  
The wonderful Old Newton Cemetery Tour is happening at the same 
time.  We will also have a table at ‘Wantage Day’ on October 13th in 
Woodbourne Park in Wantage.  Anyone who would like to volunteer to 
assist can contact me at swhistoric@gmail.com.. 

Also the ’Interactive Sussex County Historical Marker Map’ has been 
released in July and is on line now at http://bit.ly/schistoricmarkers.  
Please check it out. I hope to see you at our upcoming events.  
Thanks—Mario   
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J.W.C Carber Wooden Push Vacuum 

                          J.W.C Carber  
 
Another piece of Deckertown history has come home.  I was able to pick up this Bissell’s wooden 
floor sweeper.  What makes it special is that it was owned by J.W.C Carber of Deckertown.  Mr. Car-
ber played a very important role in the history of Deckertown.  It was he, on the evening of February 
11, 1896 at the then DeCamp House (Current Fountain Square), that made the motion to organize 
the Wallkill Hose Company #1 and appoint and elect F.W. Lawrence Chairman, C.E. Willson Secre-
tary and S.F. Quince Treasurer.   Carber was also appointed to be on this Executive committee 
which would go before the Mayor and Council to ask for appropriations for this newly formed fire de-
partment.  Carber was now a founding member of the Wallkill Hose Company #1.  Later on April 22, 
1896, J.W.C. Carber was elected to be the first Fire Chief of the Wallkill Hose Company #1.  He was 
treasurer of the Electric Light Company of Deckertown in 1892, Secretary of the Deckertown Busi-
nessmen’s Association in 1892 as well as a member of the Deckertown Board of Health Committee 
in 1895.  He was so well known that that the Middletown Times Press printed on February 18, 1893 
that “J.W.C. Carber, one of Deckertown’s most enterprising merchants, was in the city today.”  
What??? Also as reported in the April 27, 1893 Middletown Times Press, he was opening a shirt fac-
tory in a few weeks in Deckertown which would employ 20 girls will be operating machines powered 
by gasoline.  Interestingly the sweeper is inscribed ‘carpet department’ by J.W.C. Carber’s name.  I 
wonder if he also had had a cleaning business of some kind or if his businesses were large enough 
to have a department dedicated to just cleaning the carpets.   I haven’t researched that so I cannot 
place an exact date on this piece but judging by the information that I do have and seeing similar 
Bissell sweepers on line I would say that the turn of the 20th century would be a very good guess. 
(Late 1800s to very early 1900s).  Chief Carber, you sweeper is back home. 

Wallkill Hose Company No. 1 



Colesville 
Named after William Cole, Sr., the village was originally named Coleville.  The ‘s’ 
was added later on but I do not know why or by whom but I would suggest that it 
just rolls off the tongue better and stuck.  William Cole, Sr., born in 1774 was the 
son of Josiah Cole, Sr. and Margaret Muller.  They were the first Cole’s to cross 
into Wantage from New York State.  Josiah was a Revolutionary war Captain.  
William was a millwright and a surveyor.  He built two mills, the first using one 
stone and the second using two for greater productivity.  Soon others would mi-
grate to the area and establish farms in this rich, fertile area.  William Wickham, 
Benjamin Smith and Leonard Brink to name a few.  Others like Benjamin Van 
Sickle, Levi Van Gordon, Bowdewine Brink and Christopher Cortwright did the 
same close by.  There were several stores and businesses established in early 
Colesville but the first store was established by William Cole in 1828.  By 1870 
there were three general stores, four hotels and four mills in Colesville.  Like any 
other small village it had a blacksmith and harness shop also with a schoolhouse 
a short distance away.  The first Colesville post office was established on March 
11, 1850 and its first postmaster was William J. Owen.  It remained until January 
31, 1957 when it was closed.  A traditional of an annual Fourth of July celebration 
started during the building of the Methodist Church in 1887.  There was a picnic, 
contests and other events.  This yearly tradition continued for about seventy five 
years.  About fifty people all dressed up in their Ku Klux Klan attire gathered at the 
spot of where the current Colesville Fire Department fire house is and burned a 
cross.   The land for cemetery on Brink Road was donated by Horace Brink in 
1877.  In 1840 John Dodderer built the first hotel in Colesville.  A prominent build-
ing in Colesville is the Methodist church that stands on the current State Route 23 
and Brink Road.  Here is just a bit of history of that.  It all began in 1836.  That is 
when the North Wantage Congregation was organized.  They erected a church 
about 1.5 miles north of Colesville around 1837.  They painted it red and it be-
came known as the ‘The Old Red Church.”  There was a schoolhouse across the 
street from it.  It was torn down in 1900.  The land for the Colesville church was 
donated by Maria Davenport.  The small patch of land between the church and 
the brook was later purchased by the church.  The cornerstone was laid in Octo-
ber of 1887.  It cost about $2500 to build.  Lumber from “The Old Red Church” 
was reused to build the parsonage with an additional outlay of $832.50.  They 
also added two sheds in 1913 at a cost of $190.  It was completely renovated and 
painted in 1914.  Part of the renovation was the installation of a new foundation 
and heating plant.  In 1930 they purchased a small piece of land in back of the 
church so they could build a new kitchen.   There was a walnut tree nearby that 
they used the wood from to make a lectern in 1945 and in 1947 a new oil heating 
system was added.  In 1949 the Greenville, NY church was added to the Coles-
ville church and they purchased a new organ, which cost $1450.  In 1954, the 
church bought the corner lot which now extended its property to Brink Road.  It 
cost $6000 which included a small stand which was converted to Sunday school 
classrooms.  In 1964 the interior was once again remodeled and in 1965 the exte-
rior painted.  Today the church still stands but as a private residence.     
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View From Rt.23 Looking North Towards Brink Rd.  M.E. Church On The Left 



The Old Clove Church 
Recently on June 16, 2018, the SWHS took its first trip on what we call the ‘Touring Series’ to the Old Clove 
Church.  Docents and Board Members Lois Wright and Paula Russell gave us all a very interesting talk about the 
church and its history.  The following text is taken directly from the history of the Old Clove Church that we were 
given and appears on their website.  All credit for it belongs to them. 

The original congregation of the Old Clove Church was formed in 1787 through the Classis of New Brunswick of 
the Dutch Reformed Church.  Their pastor was the Rev. Elias Van Bunshooten.  For a time the congregation met 
in the barn of Helmos Titsworth until a log meeting house was built just south of the church's present location. 
In 1814, Rev. Van Bunshooten gave to the trustees of Queen's College (now Rutgers University) a fund of 
$17,000, the income from which was to be applied to the education of ministers.  This fund still active, continues 
to educate ministers and is the oldest such endowment in the United States. 
After Van Bunshooten's death in 1815, the church members voted to disband.  On August 11, 1818 it was orga-
nized as a Presbyterian church with 25 members under the Ref. Gershon Williams and entitled the First Presby-
terian Church of Wantage. 
In 1821, the Rev. Edward Allen was installed as pastor and served until 1830.  There were two very successful 
religious revival meetings held at the church at this time, which added 342 members to the church.  The log 
meeting house was now too small to accommodate everyone and it was torn down.  The present church was 
built in 1829 for $3,300 by Andrew McNish, with much of the labor contributed by members of the congregation. 
The building is architecturally unique and is an early example of transitional architecture, combining Greek Re-
vival and Victorian Gothic Styles.  The foundation is laid without cement and is made of squared blocks of stone. 
Rev. Allen resigned because of ill health and was succeeded by Rev. Peter Kanouse who served from Septem-
ber 27, 1830 until December 29, 1834.  Two more revivals were held, and 163 members were added to the 
church, bringing the membership to 600. 
On July 13, 1834, the congregation of Old Clove Church was divided and the Second Presbyterian Church of 
Wantage in Beemerville was organized with 122 members.  Old Clove Church was again divided on May 1, 1839 
and the Third Presbyterian Church of Wantage in Deckertown (now Sussex) was organized. 
Several Revolutionary War soldiers are counted among the church's early members.  Church services were well 
attended.  Horse drawn carriages would pull around the outside of the crowded church and members would lis-
ten to the service through the windows. 

                                              The Old Clove Church - Built 1829  



 

The Old Clove Church continued…….. 

 

During the late 1800's, ministers stayed with various families and walked from farm to farm to spread their 
work.  The nearby Old Clove Church has headstones denoting the early church members, and a small section is 
the final resting place for slaves.  Students at Mount Retirement Seminary, a local boarding school, which opened 
in 1883, attended services at Old Clove Church. 
Harvest Home suppers were held on the church lawn under tents.  Music was supplied by local musicians.  Oil 
Lanterns were strung across the church grounds to provide light in the evening for suppers. 
In 1887, in honor of a 100 year existence of both the Reformed and Presbyterian congregations, the pews were 
cut down and outlined in black walnut.  Large Victorian stoves were placed on both sides and Gothic style apse 
chandelier was hung and the candle sconces were removed from the pillars where their original positions show 
plainly. 
In the early 1900's the congregation began to decline and from 1914 to 1928, services were held during the sum-
mer months by theological students.  Since then an annual service has been held with guest minister. 
In 1972 the Newton Presbytery wished to dispose of the property and a group of friends and old members raised 
$7,000 to purchase the building and the land.  Today, the church stands much as it did when the 1887 celebration 
was held.  Occasionally the church is used for funerals and many weddings are held. 
In June of 1982, the Old Clove Church was placed on the New Jersey and National Registers of Historic Places. 

 

 




